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The First Patient is the title of the graphic book, containing 6
graphic novels and 6 anatomical illustrations, totally dedicated
to the explanation and divulgation of the whole-body donation
topic for the purpose of scientific research and medical-surgical
education.

The book was realized as part of the Body Donation project
and raises the unprecedented and interdisciplinary collaboration
between the Department of Biomedicine and Neuromotor Sciences,
the Department of Sociology of the University of Bologna and
the Department of Design and Applied Arts of the Academy of
Fine Arts of Bologna. All the involved researchers have provided
mutual expertise and resources. In addition to the dissemination
and production of the book, the project aims to present the social
and anthropological components involved in the donation.
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The organization of
scientific, anatomical and
medical information

The collection of stories
from donors and donor
relatives

The narrative and graphic
interpretation

The care of editorial design

Are only few of the components that are
incorporated within this cross-cutting
case study.




Graphic novels and illu-
strations are the chosen
languages to disclose the
crucial implications of this
project.

Recently, Graphic novels,
as a multi-code language
with vast narrative possibi-
lities, have been rediscove-
red in the field of science
and social dissemination.

lllustration engages the re-
ader in a dimension of ima-
ginative exploration that
has always stood along-

o side realism, allowing the
;. consolidation and enhan-
, THe cement of learning expe-
, . rience.
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For these reasons, the volume is based on 6 graphic novels written
by ABABO students in collaboration with the teachers supervising
the project and based on the scientific and sociological research
material gathered during a year. As Will Eisner said, fiction and
information hand in hand can go a long way.
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accesh oA Mowiwo NeL 1300 & sTama IMPRESCINDIBILE PER
ILLUMINARE IL CAMMIND DELLA COMOSCENIA SCIENTIFICA...

= E PROPRIO QUI, A BOLOGNA...

“..GRAZIE A MONDINO DE' LIUZZI, CHE
LA DISSEZIONE ANATOMICA DIVENNE

FINALMENTE INDISPENSABILE MATERIA
DI INSEGNAMENTO, REGOLATA DA
STATUTI UNIVERSITAR] E PREVISTA
DA QUELLI DELLA CITTA."

“ DAL CUPO MEDIOEVO LA RICERCA HA COMPIUTO PASSI DA GIGANTE FER ARRIVARE
Al GIORNI NOSTRI, MA LA SCINTILLA ACCESA DA MONDINO NEL 1300 E STATA
IMPRESCINDIBILE PER ILLUMINARE IL CAMMINO DELLA CONOSCENZA SCIENTIFICA..."
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Under the supervision of an
interdisciplinary editorial team
of Anatomists, Sociologists,
Graphic novelists, Comic
authors and Artists the entire
book is structured around six
stories that were created by
students - sccoted among the 30 people who joined

the project, — of the three-year Comics and lllustration program, the
two-year Comics Language program, and the two-year lllustration for
Publishing program.

Students were assisted by well-known graphic novelists and illustration
authors who have studied at ABABO and continue to weave projects
with it. The guest authors were Alessandro Pastore, Federico Gaddi
and Marco Libardi. The students, are now in the process of writing and
storyboarding their individual projects.
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The stories and
anatomical illustrations
show the complexity and
heterogeneity of the
Body Donation process.

In this sense, the ambition of the project is providing the
reader with a comprehensive and respectful view of the
stories.
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Training is for
the reader, but also
for the author

Thanks to the donation, physicians and medical students have the
opportunity to expand their professional identity by learning “on
the field”. But this theme is also a pedagogical moment in the
education of Ababo students who drew these stories, both in the
terms of scientific dissemination and of individual reflection.
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Who is the first
patient?

Since the origins of medicine and surgery schools, the “first patient”
has pr."ovided a way forlmedical training and research to move forward.
However, in Italy this possibility is limited because body donation is
still little known among citizens. Therefore, by the visual narration, this
volume aims to introduce all aspects of the body donation practice,
from the most intimate and personal perspective to the scientific
and medical reasons.



Volume around 120 pages in color
paperback binding
soft cover

size 17x24cm approx
language: Italian and/or English




Physicians, medical students and residents of the different
medical courses in addition to the general public. Possible
connection with scientific publishers. Title appealing for press

and news organs.




Possibility of UK/
US co-production,
Graphic Medicine
network.

Editors




